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TO THE STUDENTS

One of the speakers had remarked that the reform would
mean a saving of at least three years to the alumni of the
college. But Gandhiji was of opinion that the saving in time
and labour would be even greater. ' Moreover/ he added, ' what
they learnt through the mother tongue, they would easily be
able to communicate to their mothers and sisters at home and
thereby bring the latter into line with themselves. Woman had
been described as man's better half. Today there was a hiatus
between the thought world of men and women in India, thanks
to the intrusion of the foreign medium. Our womenfolk were
backward and ignorant with the result that India was today
like a patient with paralysis of the better side. India could not
realize her full stature unless that handicap was removed/

Harijan, 18-8-1946
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WHY GO ABROAD ?
An Indian doctor went to America in order to learn Neuro-
surgery, so that he might return and serve his people here.
He has with difficulty secured a seat in the Columbia University
and is working as a house surgeon.
He writes to ask me to influence students not to go abroad
for the following reasons :
" (a) The amount our poor country spends on sending and train-
ing ten students abroad could be better utilized by securing the services
of a first-rate professor who could train 40 students as well as equip
a laboratory.
'* (b) Students who come here acquire basic knowledge in research
but do not know how to equip a laboratory on their return home,
" (c)   They have no chance of continued work.
" (d) If we have experts brought out, our laboratories will also
get perfected/*
I have never been an advocate of our students going abroad.
My experience tells me that such, on return, find themselves to
be square pegs in round holes. That experience is the richest
and contributes most to growth which springs from the soil.
But today the craze for going abroad has gripped students. May
the extract quoted serve as a warning!
Harijcm, 8-94946